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Panel for opening new chapter on writing exams 
Calls for open-book 
system; replacing 
marks with grades 

RASHMI BELUR 
BENGALURU, DHNS 

he government should 
consider introducing 
open-book exams and 

replacing marks with grades 
so that higher education is less 
stressful and student suicides 
can be prevented, an expert 
committee has suggested. 

The committee, headed by 
Vice Chancellor of Bangalore 
Üniversity Dr Jayakara SM, 
was constituted after a BTech 

Recommendations 
" Committee constituted after a BTech studentjumped to his 
death at the PES University; he was allegedly caught copying 

student, Aditya Prabhu, 
jumped to his death at the PES 
University in July 2023; he was 
allegediy caughtcopyingin an 

exam. The incident reignited 
the debate on academic stress 
on campuses. 

Asked to study the suicide, 

"Panel says open-book exams 
"boost confidence among students" 
"A majority of students indulge 
in malpractice because they "lack 
confidence", report says 

Argues that a serious attempt 
should be rmade to do away with 
the marking/CGPA and strictly 
introduce a grading system in 
higher education 

the committee recommended 
introducing open-bookexans, 
where students can consult 
handbooks/resource materi 
als during exams. 

"To avoid trauma in stu-
dents, learning from some of 
the best practices across the 

Making the case 
VTU has already 

introduced an open-book 
system and provides a 
handbook for students 
during exams 

" During Covid-19, 
the KSOU conducted 
open-book exams for its 
students 

" In 2018, a committee 
on exam reforms had 
asked AICTE to introduce 
open-b0ok exams 

globe, thecommittee suggests 
the higher education depart-
ment to constitute a commit-
tee to verify possibilities of 
bringing open-book exams 
(sic)," the committee stated 
in its report submitted to the 
government recently. 

Even in an open-book 
exam, students have 
to apply their mind. 
We will discuss the 
recommendation by 

the committee with the 
officials and decide 
-Dr MC Sudhakar, 

Higher Education Minister 

The committee said "open 
book exam boosts confidence 
among students". "A majority 
ofstudents indulge in malprac 
tice or carry chits because they 
lack confidence," one of the 
committee members said. 
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